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Comparing results in 2002 and 2009 for an average group of 30 students doing 8 GCSEs each

2002 2009

In a seven year period,
22 Grades improve out of a total of 240 issued to an average group of 30 

candidates
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Cumulative Numbers in Grades
A* A B C D E F G U

All UK Candidates 2002 284890 928311 1912219 3280303 4304223 4984761 5364606 5543192 5662382
All UK Candidates 2009 387508 1180813 2268888 3669595 4572509 5037384 5277984 5392560 5469260

Actual Numbers in Grades
A* A B C D E F G U Total

All UK Candidates 2002 284890 643421 983908 1368084 1023920 680538 379845 178586 119190 5662382
All UK Candidates 2009 387508 793305 1088075 1400707 902914 464875 240600 114576 76700 5469260

Proportion in each Grade
A* A B C D E F G U Total

All UK Candidates 2002 0.050313 0.1136308 0.1737622 0.2416093 0.1808285 0.1201858 0.0670822 0.031539 0.0210494 1
All UK Candidates 2009 0.070852 0.145048 0.1989437 0.2561054 0.1650889 0.0849978 0.0439913 0.0209491 0.0140238 1

30 average candidates doing 8 GCSEs each
A*   +5 A   +8 B   +6 C   +3 D   -3 E   -9 F   -5 G   -3 U   -2 Total

2002 12 27 42 58 43 29 16 8 5 240
2009 17 35 48 61 40 20 11 5 3 240

Change 5 8 6 3 -3 -9 -5 -3 -2 0
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Subject Choices by School and College type

Comprehensive Secondary Modern FE/6th Form College Maintained Selective Independent

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

En
gl

is
h

En
gl

is
h 

Li
te

ra
tu

re

M
at

he
m

at
ic

s

Sc
ie

nc
e

Ad
di

tio
na

l S
ci

en
ce

Sc
ie

nc
e:

 B
io

lo
gy

Sc
ie

nc
e:

 C
he

m
is

tr
y

Sc
ie

nc
e:

 P
hy

si
cs

AL
L 

SU
B

JE
C

TS

M
ed

ia
 / 

Fi
lm

 / 
TV

 S
tu

di
es

H
um

an
iti

es

D
es

ig
n 

&
 T

ec
hn

ol
og

y

Pe
rf

or
m

in
g 

/ E
xp

re
ss

iv
e 

Ar
ts

St
at

is
tic

s

Ph
ys

ic
al

 E
du

ca
tio

n

B
us

in
es

s 
&

 C
om

m
. S

ys
te

m
s

D
ra

m
a

Ar
t

B
us

in
es

s 
St

ud
ie

s

So
ci

al
 S

ci
en

ce
 s

ub
je

ct
s

H
om

e 
Ec

on
om

ic
s

R
el

ig
io

us
 S

tu
di

es

M
us

ic

H
is

to
ry

G
eo

gr
ap

hy

G
er

m
an

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Te
ch

no
lo

gy

Fr
en

ch

O
th

er
 S

ci
en

ce
s

O
th

er
 M

od
er

n 
La

ng
ua

ge
s

Sp
an

is
h

Ec
on

om
ic

s

C
la

ss
ic

al
 s

ub
je

ct
s

Pe
rc

en
ta

g



Major Subject entries by Centre Type

Subject Comprehensive Secondary Modern FE/6th Form College Maintained Selective Independent
English 78.94 5.27 4.72 4.67 6.41
English Literature 82.65 3.97 0.15 5.70 7.54

Mathematics 80.11 5.45 5.72 4.46 4.25

Science 87.20 5.38 1.10 2.06 4.26
Additional Science 88.00 4.59 0.24 2.51 4.66
Science: Biology 60.90 1.95 3.02 16.52 17.62
Science: Chemistry 62.44 1.15 1.16 16.95 18.31
Science: Physics 62.99 1.15 1.02 17.03 17.81

ALL SUBJECTS 79.30 4.74 0.73 6.51 8.72

Media / Film / TV Studies 90.43 5.85 1.32 1.32 1.09
Humanities 90.32 6.56 2.08 0.16 0.87
Design & Technology 87.55 4.57 0.01 4.18 3.70
Performing / Expressive Arts 87.41 6.32 0.87 2.51 2.90
Statistics 85.62 6.15 0.15 5.78 2.30
Physical Education 85.00 4.92 0.06 4.42 5.60
Business & Comm. Systems 83.30 10.88 0.82 1.53 3.47
Drama 82.27 3.91 0.14 4.57 9.11
Art 80.83 5.30 0.81 4.60 8.47
Business Studies 80.18 4.21 0.73 8.59 6.29
Social Science subjects 79.77 3.15 13.20 1.90 1.99
Home Economics 78.52 11.81 0.27 4.57 4.83
Religious Studies 78.47 5.47 0.10 8.04 7.93
Music 77.88 3.88 0.07 7.58 10.59
History 77.02 4.25 0.16 7.44 11.14
Geography 76.27 4.35 0.09 7.58 11.70
German 76.22 1.03 0.25 11.93 10.58
Information Technology 72.89 7.91 0.85 10.46 7.87
French 72.47 3.36 0.33 9.13 14.71
Other Sciences 68.10 4.63 17.31 5.65 4.31
Other Modern Languages 67.67 2.76 5.39 4.33 19.85
Spanish 64.84 2.66 3.06 11.69 17.74
Economics 60.61 0.73 1.07 24.41 13.18
Classical subjects 21.08 0.82 0.47 15.80 61.84
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Improvements at Grades A and C by School and College Type, 2002 - 2009
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Improvements in cumulative percentages in grades or better by centre type 2002 - 2009

Centre Type A C
Comprehensive 5.0 10.5
Secondary Modern 3.8 9.6
FE/6th Form College -0.5 3.6
Maintained Selective 8.6 1.4
Independent 5.3 1.0
Other UK -2.2 -6.9
Total 5.2 9.2

2002-2008 2008-2009
Grade A Comprehensive 4.1 0.9

Secondary Modern 2.7 1.1
FE/6th Form College 0 -0.5
Maintained Selective 8.2 0.4
Independent 2.8 2.5

Grade C Comprehensive 8.9 1.6
Secondary Modern 7.7 1.9
FE/6th Form College 4.7 -1.1
Maintained Selective 1.2 0.2
Independent -0.3 1.3
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Cumulative Percentages at Grades A*, A, C and G by Centre Type

Centre Type A* A C G
Comprehensive 4.8 17.3 64.0 98.5
Secondary Modern 1.9 9.7 55.7 98.1
FE/6th Form College 2.7 7.6 55.3 97.5
Maintained Selective 22.1 55.0 95.3 99.8
Independent 24.8 53.7 91.8 99.7
Other UK 3.3 8.9 37.7 94.6
Total 7.1 21.6 67.1 98.6
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Improvements at Grades A and C by region, 2002 - 2009
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Improvements in cumulative percentages in grades or better by region 2002 - 2009

Region A C
North East 6.1 13.2
North West 5.4 10.2
Yorks & Humber 4.8 11.1
West Midlands 4.3 8.3
East Midlands 4.4 9.1
East 5.4 7.9
South West 4.6 7.4
South East 5.5 7.9
London 6.6 11.7
Wales 2.0 5.8
Northern Ireland 6.1 6.7
Other UK 4.2 1.9
All UK 5.2 9.2

Region 2002-2008 2008-2009
Grade A North East 5.3 0.8

North West 4.2 1.2
Yorks & Humber 3.8 1.0
West Midlands 3.7 0.6
East Midlands 3.7 0.7
East 4.5 0.9
South West 3.9 0.7
South East 4.7 0.8
London 5.5 1.1

Grade C North East 11.3 1.9
North West 9.0 1.2
Yorks & Humber 8.9 2.2
West Midlands 7.3 1.0
East Midlands 7.3 1.8
East 6.9 1.0
South West 6.1 1.3
South East 6.8 1.1
London 9.6 2.1
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Cumulative Percentages at Grades A*, A, C and G by Region

Region A* A C G
North East 5.3 17.8 64.3 98.4
North West 6.4 20.2 65.7 98.5
Yorks & Humber 5.4 17.8 63.0 98.1
West Midlands 5.7 18.7 63.8 98.5
East Midlands 5.9 19.1 65.3 98.5
East 7.3 22.4 68.1 98.8
South West 7.3 22.6 69.1 98.9
South East 8.6 25.1 70.1 98.9
London 8.9 24.6 68.4 98.5
Wales 6.2 18.9 65.5 98.5
Northern Ireland 9.1 27.1 75.1 98.6
Other UK 10.4 29.0 73.5 99.1
All UK 7.1 21.6 67.1 98.6


